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‘FREON-12’ ORDER IS AMENDED PERMITTING USE WITHOUT RESTRICTIONS IN PRACTICALLY 
ALL TYPES OF REFRIGERATION SYSTEMS 


Order M-28 (the “Freon-12” order) was amended Jan. 30 by WPB to permit the use of “Freon-12” 
for any refrigeration and air conditioning system except those included in List “A” of the order. 


What the amendment does is to eliminate section (b) (2) of the order, commonly known in the 
industry as the “forced conversion” section. 


By the terms of this section refrigerating and air conditioning systems not included in List “A,” 
such as those in food preservation establishments, industrial plants, and aircraft plants, could obtain 
“Freon-12” but only under certain specified operating conditions such as where an air-cooled condenser is 
used and the ambient temperature is 110° F., or where aluminum or magnesium alloys or rubber were 
used in construction of the system, or where the system is used in a sealed railroad car or sealed bus. 


These qualifying restrictions are now removed, and “Freon-12” is readily available for refrigerating 
and air conditioning systems not included on List “A.” 


For those who seek “Freon-12” for systems included on List “A” an appeal can be made to the 
Administrator of Order M-28. 


WPB officials advise that such appeals, particularly for air conditioning systems, be made well in 
advance of the hot season. 


GENERAL ELECTRIC ANNOUNCES PLANS FOR WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION OF APPLIANCES; 
NO MORE FACTORY BRANCHES CONTEMPLATED NOW 


C. R. Pritchard, general sales manager of General Electric’s appliance and merchandise department, 
has announced that the department’s postwar distributing organization for major appliances is completed. 
More than half of the distributing organizations in the field will be “independents.” 


The department will have about 60 wholesale distributing outlets for G-E refrigerators, ranges, 
water heaters, home laundry equipment, dishwashers, sinks, and kitchen cabinets. These distributors, oper- 
ating in assigned trading areas, will maintain sales organizations and local warehouse stocks at over 125 
points, and will be prepared to serve the retail dealers in every city and town in the United States, 
Hawaii, and Alaska. 


Better than 50% of the distributing outlets will be independent wholesalers, many of whom have been 
with G-E since the General Electric refrigerator was first introduced in 1927. While there have been some 
divisions of large territories and appointments in smaller markets, G-E will have about the same number 
of independent distributors as it had before the war. 


General Electric will operate its own wholesale distributing branches in nine major markets. Seven 
of them, located in New York, Newark, Cincinnati, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, and Philadelphia 
are new. They were added to the two branches which General Electric operated before the war. 


Mr. Pritchard pointed out that these branches are in large metropolitan markets where product spe- 
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cialization is essential, and that the branches would devote all of their efforts to the promotion and sale 
of General Electric’s major appliances. ‘ 


At this time, he said, G-E has no plans for expansion of its factory branch program beyond these 
major metropolitan markets. 


The General Electric Supply Corp. will continue as a wholesale distributor of G-E’s major appliances 
in about the same number of markets as before the war. 


In accordance with industry practice, and in order to reach all types of retailers, G-E will continue to 
distribute its traffic appliances through multiple wholesale outlets serving the electrical, department and 
furniture store, hardware, jewelry, drug, mail-order, utility, and chain-store trades. 

NATIONAL SERVICE COUNCIL MOVES TO GET BETTER CONSIDERATION FOR REPAIRMEN IN 

CURRENT DRAFT SETUP 


Declaring that the recent revision of the War Manpower Commissions’s list of “essential occupations” 
did not place refrigerator repairmen in the “critical” category and thus may pave the way for a situation 
dangerous to the public health, W. Ray Kromer, temporary chairman of the National Refrigeration Service 
Council said that immediate steps have been taken by the Council to alleviate the situation. 


“Refrigeration repairmen have been left in the same category as repairmen of sewing machines, 
bicycles, toasters, and the like,” Mr. Kromer asserted. “These items are conveniences, while the maintenance 
of refrigeration equipment deals directly with the public health. 


“Several Local Refrigeration Councils have informed us that local draft boards are reclassifying re- 
pairmen in the 26-29 age group, and in some cases are attempting to force repairmen over 29 years of 
age into a war plant job.” 


Mr. Kromer has communicated with Maj. Gen. Hershey, National Selective Service Director, and with 
WMC officials, requesting that the situation as regards refrigeration repairmen be reviewed and that 
further consideration be given to placing them on the “critical” list. 


In his communication to WMC officials, Mr. Kromer pointed out that the National Refrigeration 
Training Program had been very successful in training men to replace about half of those lost to the 
armed forces and otherwise, but added: 


“This success, time, and effort spent by both the members of the industry and the government agen- 
cies can be turned into failure immediately should experienced refrigerator repairmen be inducted into 
the armed services or forced into war plant work. 


“Each of the trainees must be guided by experienced men. It is necessary to accompany these men 
on a good share of the service calls they make during the first year and after. Approximately 25% of the 
calls made by these inexperienced men must be made over by an experienced man to correct mistakes. 
This serves to reduce the replacement factor. 


“Complicated commercial and industrial installations cannot be maintained and kept in operation by 
trainees. These installations include small and large food storage installations throughout the country and 
small and large refrigeration installations used in war plants, that have contributed much towards the 
record American industries have made in war production. There are numerous other installations of 
refrigeration equipment necessary to the war effort with which the armed forces and officials in Washing- 
ton are familiar, such as blood banks, and hospital air conditioning.” 


C. V. CALKINS ESTABLISHES FIRM TO MAKE SMALL APPLIANCES 


Headed by C. Vernon Calkins, formerly vice president in charge of sales for Bendix Home Appliances, 
the Calkins Appliance Corp. has been organized in South Bend, Ind., to produce a broad line of small 
appliances. Manufacturing is to be carried on in some other city. 


C. C. Harrah, is vice president, and L. O. Zick, secretary and treasurer, of the new firm. 
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SOME TIGHTENING PROBABLE ON SUPPLY OF COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATION EQUIPMENT 


Commercial refrigeration equipment and parts, which were in pretty fair supply at the end of 1944, 
may possibly be somewhat shorter in supply by the second quarter of this year, due to the shortages of 
some materials and restrictions placed on production because of the manpower situation. 


However, the Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Section of WPB is from all accounts doing an excel- 
lent job of seeing to it that all essential requirements will be met. 


The following is the current picture on the com mercial refrigeration field, from the official Washing- 
ton standpoint: 


OVERALL PRODUCTION PICTURE—Refrigeration and air conditioning equipment has a List II, 


or non-military classification, which means that production for civilian orders must be held to the level 
of the fourth quarter of 1944. 


It has not been settled as to whether this limitation will be on the basis of dollar volume of business 
done, or on a basis of controlled materials allotted, but it is considered likely that the limitation will be 
by materials. 


CONDENSING UNITS—Supply of condensing units is said to be not so good, and a new order to 
further control the distribution of condensing units is said to be awaiting final approval in WPB now. 


It is possible that condensing unit manufacturers may be given some part in the program to speed 
the production of castings, which might mean some interference with the manufacture of refrigeration 
equipment. 


COMMERCIAL EVAPORATORS—Aluminum and copper of the type used in the manufacture of com- 


mercial evaporators are on the present list of material “shortages,” and in all probability the allotments 
for use in refrigeration products will be cut, WPB officials have indicated. 


Some opinion has been ventured to the effect that shortages of these materials will not last long, 
and that current stocks of coils will carry the industry past any critical point in supply. 


INVENTORIES—The “freeze” is still on for all WPB-547 applications for inventories of refrigeration 
equipment. Suppliers must still replenish their stocks by extending rated orders. 


CANADIAN R&.S.E.S. TO HOLD ANNUAL MEETING IN MONTREAL MARCH 18, 19 


Sixth annual educational conference sponsored by Canadian chapters of the Refrigeration Service Engineers’ 
Society will be held at the Mount Royal Hotel, Montreal, Quebec, on Sunday and Monday, March 18 and 19, 
with registration opening at 9 a.m. Sunday. 


Program for the meeting has not yet been announced, but it was indicated that papers will be 
presented on seals, ice cream service, blower coils, semi-hermetic units, and other topics of interest to Canadian 
service men. 


In view of the tight restrictions placed on large meetings by the U. S. Government, it is likely that 
this Montreal conference may be the only convention of the refrigeration industry on the North American 
continent this year. 


COMMITTEE ON CONVENTIONS TURNING DOWN 98% OF REQUESTS FOR MEETINGS 


Only two of the first 110 requests for permission to hold group meetings with attendance of more than 
50 persons have been approved by the War Committee on Conventions. 


Col. J. Monroe Johnson, convention committee chairman, announced an addition to the general exemp- 
tion permitting meetings of 50 persons or less. After Feb. 1, purely local meetings of more than 50 persons 


‘using only city or suburban facilities within the normal trading area, and for which no hotel sleeping 


accommodations are necessary, are not required to file. an application for a. special permit. 
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WPB ISSUES FORMAL STATEMENT ON STATUS OF ‘SPOT AUTHORIZATION ORDER’ 


There has been a number of informal statements from high WPB officials to the effect that the “spot” 
program for production of civilian goods was temporarily stymied, and finally WPB has issued a formal 
statement on the subject. 


“Although Priorities Regulation 25, the ‘spot authorization’ order, has not been revoked, its use has 
been drastically limited by military needs, and activity under it must be sharply restricted until the present 
tight production situation loosens up,” the statement says. 


Summarizing the current situation in regard to PR-25, WPB pointed out: 
1. The allotments and authorizations that have already been granted have not been canceled. 


2. However, because of shortages, it is unlikely that mill orders for steel, copper in most forms, and 
aluminum sheet placed under PR-25 will be filled during the first quarter and perhaps during the second. 


3. Spot authorizations still can be approved to utilize any amount of idle and excess material pro-. 


vided the applicant has available facilities and labor. No new allotments will be made of copper wire mill 
or brass mill products. New allotments of steel will be limited to not more than 10 tons of carbon and two 
tons of alloy steel to “piece in” idle and excess materials. No limit has been placed yet on new allotments 
of aluminum. 


4. Two additional severe limitations have been placed upon the functioning of PR-25, these are: 


(a) The “four-power pact” signed by the Army, Navy, WMC, and WPB. Field representatives of these 
agencies in all areas of critical labor shortage, plus 44 in other areas centering about major manufactur- 
ing cities, were ordered by this document to grant no spot authorizations for 90 days except in unusual cases. 


(This has just been made more drastic by an order that no spot authorizations will be made in any 
Group II labor areas unless they are unanimously approved by the Production Urgency Committee for 
the area.) 


(b) Warehouses, now the best source of new material for “spot authorizations,” have been limited 
in the amount of material they can deliver on “Z” allotments as follows: 


Steel—Distributors have been directed to deliver only 10 tons of carbon steel and two tons of alloy 
per customer each quarter, and customers are limited to a total of those amounts on “Z” allotments. Stain- 
less steel deliveries have been stopped entirely. ‘Z’’ allotment orders may still be placed with mills, but it 
is extremely unlikely that they can be filled because regular Controlled Materials Plan orders come first. 
“Z” orders on mills are not limited in tonnage as are the allotments to be filled from warehouses. 


Copper—Purchases of brass mill products from warehouses under PR-25 authorizations are limited 
to 200 pounds per quarter. For copper wire, the quarterly limit that can be purchased from warehouses 


| is 50 pounds. 


Aluminum—No more than 1,000 pounds of aluminum sheet, strip, and plate may be bought from 
warehouses per quarter. At the mill level, the supply situation is so tight it is unlikely that many de- 
liveries will be made on “Z” orders. 


5. A manufacturer who has a “spot authorization” is prohibited from ordering more than these 
amounts from warehouses in any quarter. These new restrictions are contained in Direction 6 to CMP 
Regulation 4. 


6. When a manufacturer needs more material than the amounts limited above, he may make an 
appeal to WPB in Washington as a special hardship case. 
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